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and more enclosed -within its own business, until
the story of a dangerous alliance on the Continent
leaked out.

Ferdinand of Spain, it appeared, had made a
secret treaty with the King of France. The Pope,.
Leo X, had long realised that " The Holy
League " was a strategic piece of humbug out of
which his predecessor had made capital for him-
self by partially uniting Europe at his bidding ;
and so he mended the quarrel with France*
France was therefore freed from Papal enmity ;
and Ferdinand, who was fearful that his grandson
Charles of Germany would demand his maternal
heritage of Castile by an alliance with his maternal
grandfather Maximilian, decided to undermine
Maximilian's power. Henry had fought for
Ferdinand in the war, and Ferdinand had prom-
ised to help him against the French again in the
spring of 1514. Ferdinand had therefore to work
underground. So he entered into secret negotia-
tions with France, and then sounded Maximilian,
The latter was prepared to join in on condition
that the league was formed again to fight the
Republic of Venice for his benefit. Ferdinand
gulled him into the conviction that this should be
done, and so he agreed. Spain, France, and
Flanders therefore presented a united front
against England, who had just fought for Spain
and Flanders against France. This was a pleasant
dish for England to taste in the spring of 1514,
on the eve, as all supposed, of renewed warfare.